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This paper explores and develops a model for Community Justice and Community Safety
in which three 'drivers' of Protection, Rehabilitation and Inclusion are held in
constructive tension. The model identifies the different objectives, assumptions and
methods of each driver and links these with recent trends and policies impacting on
community justice. The model aims to show how Community Safety and Community
Justice works at the hub of these three drivers and suggests that a joined–up, over-arching
strategy driven by partnership working can integrate the three elements of the model. The
model is illustrated by drawing from three areas of Community Safety practice: domestic
violence; mentally vulnerable offenders; and youth crime. 

Introduction
The aim of this paper is to explore the theory and practice which underpins community
justice and community safety. The paper begins to develop a model which incorporates
three principles which, taken together, provide a theoretical and practical framework for
both community safety and community justice. The model identifies the tensions between
these three principles, and suggests that good practice in both community safety and
community justice can be found where the tensions are held in a delicate balance. The
ultimate aim of the model is to integrate the three different elements. The model also
raises questions about what happens when the balance is lost by an over emphasis on any
one of the three key elements. Finally the paper illustrates the model by looking at three
practice areas:

• domestic violence;
• mentally vulnerable people in the criminal justice system;
• youth crime.

One of the advantages of contributing to the new British Journal of Community Justice at
this early stage is that it is to some extent possible to develop a definition of community
justice as part of the process of informing and developing the debate. Neither community
justice nor community safety have clear or agreed definitions, and it is this lack of clarity
which suggests that a model based on a clear set of principles and values, and which is
informed by both theory and practice could be helpful in taking forward our
understanding of the new field of community justice and the fast developing field of
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